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The Volunteer Newsletter of the Anne Carpmael Charitable Trust, which owng and
manages Withymead Nature Reserve and Little Meadow Reserve inv Goring .

Britnivwsy wildlife ts wonderful; but also-sadly inv decline: The Trust is ruwv entively by
volunteers and aims to-boost biodiversity inthe area; bothv directly viovpractical
corservation measuwes ond indivectly by inspiring local people to-enjoy wildlife and
help to- save iL.

NEW! Withymead, ‘Specials’

Ay well as owr regulow 1st-Satuwrday -in-the-montihv
Volunteer davys, we now have short & sweet 'Specials’:
1-hour sessions followed by teay, biscuity and o chat. The
furst wwolved planting 500 native Bluebell bulbs along
the Ridgeway pathvat Withymead onil 5th November -
thank yow to-all those who- came & got the job- nicely
done! Native Bluebells are endangered & also- important
nectow sources for bees - move detuilsy on the website
Covservation & News pages: www.withymead.org. See the

eventy section onpage 4 for the next 'Speciall (30 Dec:)

WILDLIFE NEWS

1 The winter thwushes - Redwings withy o few fieldfowes, have
avrived at Withymead from Scandinowio.. Up to-50 are
feeding on Hawthorn, Guelder Rose and Ivy berries,
characteristically chattering as they go- Ivy doesn't hawm
| trees and is very impovtont for wildlife - it flowers late inv
the yeawr providing cruciold nectow for insecty when other
Rowers hawve finished, and has abundant berries for the
birds inv winter. We have av few little Goldcresty “see, see; see-
ing” invupper branches too-just now.
| Top photo-Redwing © Andreas Trepte; bottom Fieldfoure © Arnstein Rgnning)
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volunteered. Thank yow
Chance, Michelle & Tracey,
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Fund-raising update and launchv of new exciting Wildlife Project:

Photo ©Sannse

Photo ©OHolger Groschl W|k|ed|a ngm WW m/(/;,ed/ over £50’
hay elected to- spend it o
A Honeysuckle to-be planted at the
| next Volunteer Day on 6th
" December. She will project
manage o reintroduction
St prograwune at Withymead for
WWM@Ad/wuraLbutterﬂy this has declined greatly in
the UK recently - the lawvae are completely dependent on native Honeysuckle leaves.
Ten experimental plantsy will be carefully positioned, tended & monitored; hopefully
to-be followed by many more. Once enough honeysuckle is established the
reintroductiow of the butterfly viow eggs canv beginy probably in 2 or 3 years time:
Native honeysuckle iy o fabulows plant for all kinds of wildlife too-providing nectow
& leawves for inwertebrates inv summer & bevrvies for bivds and mawmumads irv winter.

Ffund-raising update: New Library and Mammal Surveying. Thanks to-Tracey for
nominating ws & ' The Country Neighbowr Association for donating £500. This will be
spent pautly on books for the developing Study Centre wildlife & nature conservation
Librawy (awaillable for use on Mondays [ Wednesdays (& Sundays in future) and will
also-be av lending Librvory. We'll buy Mamuwmad suwrveying equipment too-to-be used inv
conjunction with the newly -formed O xfordshive Mowmal group - it's great that they

will do- monitoring, traww»gamwbwvantyw:ﬂvwm\ow §

Little Meadow Reserve: Stephmhdped/putup dormouse, bat & bird
boxes inthe native thicket. Dormice use boxes for breeding inthe
relative absence of lawge natwral holes in trees these days. Watch
out for anv event with the Oxfordshive Mawumal Group invthe New
Year - we hope to-do- v dormouse survey withvthemw at the reserve.
NB. Dormouse event inv January - see next edition!

€Dormouse breeding box. :
Proper Willow Felling! >
Thank yowto-Mike; Bill, Richard and
Robert who-worked together to-remove big Willows over -
hanging owr neighbowrs  gawrden .
Phew! That was av magnificent effort!

New Friends Programme Volunteer team members needed ©: Could yow help
plawv & implement av new Friends’ of the Trust lavnch? ‘Friends’ commit to-ov small
annuald, financial outlay to-help their chawity, & receive some exclusive benefits.
This i good for publicising owr caunse & wil help fund local conservation measures .
It should be o interesting role creatively producing the whole scheme from scratch




WILDLIFE CLUB NEWS:
tverybody achieved their "Wildlife Team/ badg%ﬂwmovmﬂv hmwxg/worked/
together extremely well over awv extended period. .

Three members;, Olivia, Abi and Beth, achieved their
Wildlife Art’ badges too. The childrew design their
oww badges for their Wildlife Club- kit bags & receive ov
small prige ow reaching 1000 pointy per badge. AW
other members awe doing well too! The next badge will
be theiwr Wildlifer 100" badge - o challenge to- identify
& know about 100 native wildlife species. Thanks to-Claire for
volunteering to-help withthe Clul- whev needed.

See the Wildlife Clul's videos on the new website ‘Childvenw's Page’
or onthe ‘News Video- archive’ pages - watch ‘How to- make v
booklet’ + ‘How to-make an origamic swowv. New videos every
week! Coming soow - ‘Making o cuddly Christmas decoratiow.

€ Thanks to-Shirley for her cuddly, soft Chwistimas decovations
which inspired the childrenw & adovn the Christmas tree .
Monday Morning Brews Club:

We brew teaw & coffee (+ eat cake), enjoy each other's compary and do-a nice mix of
light gawrdening and conservation tasks from 10am - 1pm each Monday. We ave
cuwrvently tidying and refurbishing the long-standing pet groveyowd at Withymead
which has some nice features and gawrden planty . Next, Robert is going to- make v
meatpwketfevwwownd/vtww}vwgatampaﬂv & will look good adjacent to-the
wild acnvnumal flowers next Spring- We/u/ Veportcm/

Prife-giving

the picket fence progress next
time.
Hedgehog memorial stone
5 with o moss blanket round
e >
€ Shirley tidying groveyawd.
—— >
LOCAL WILDLIFE ‘HOTSPOTS’ TO SPOT ..."SPOT
L"‘JH\ DLIFE ‘HOTSPOTS’ TO SPOT ..."SP
Do yow know aw aweaw locally which “What would the world be, once bereft
uwsed to-be good for some porticulow Of wet and of wildness? Let them be left
wildlife but isw't omvymore? Let ug know O let them be left, wildness and wet;
& we'll wwvestigate to- see if anything Long live the weeds and the wilderness
ca be done; we've 1 project already. yet.”
to- report back onw next time... From/thep Trversnaid’ (1881)
............................. Ay G.M. Hopking said P

WITHYMEAD WILDLIFE CLUB CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR SALE: ANY PROFIT will go-to- ruwv
the Club: £5 for avpack of 5 large; colowrful;, beautifully -draww cards by the childrerv.




Sonning Common Greew Gymy, Wallingford Greew Gymv and, ouwr owwvv volunteers all
worked really hoawd getting the ground ready for the Cornfield Annual seeds to-go-
invto 5 different, old laww aveas at Withymead Nature Reserve. The Corw Flower,
Pobpy, Corn Marigiold,; Chamowmile and Corncockle should flower next spring and
sumumer providing nectoaw for the inwertebrates so- umportant to-the natural food -
wel- Move details o archive News www.withymead.org. STOP PRESS: THE SEEDS ARE GROWING!

It's bonfire season now as we gradually rediuce the novw-native trees; replacing thewm

with planted native ones which provide food for wildlife: Volunteers enjoyed o well -

eawrned; bonfire-cooked; jacket potato-& tri 1 lunch afterwowds:
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The opened-up view now The Inlet WWPV.OWW

F | S Dovvid, Richard and Robert have begun clearing trees to-
4 let move light in & improve water quality. This dawk
charnnel , paurt of the launch chute for Saunders boaty 100
years ago-had beew surveyed by volunteers & during ouwr
freshwater inwertebrates course - the resulty were not good

. as prompting owv improvement progranume .

A non-native Horse Chestnut will be STOP PRESS: KINGFISHER NEWLY OFTEN PERCHING ON INLET —
MMWW%])MWQ/VOW& NO FISH VISIBLE IN LEAFY SHALLOWS — IS IT JUST HOPEFUL OR
water , everv th@ﬁdvm CATCHING INSECTS? WE'LL INVESTIGATE & REPORT NEXT TIME...

WHAT’S HAPPENING SOON...
Satwrday 6th December - Chwistmas Voluniteer Session and Party 10am - Ipmy - We'll
be planting the 2nd stage of owr Bridleway Wildlife Hedge
At 12.15pm Christmas festivities and food/!

Satuwrday 13* December - Christmas Guided walk (2.30pm), refreshmenty and slide
show (3.30pm). Please RSVP!

Withymead 'Speciall Tuesday 30 December 10 - 11aumw (Wallingford Greew Gymv owe adso-
volunteering this davy from 10ounw - 1pmu. Everyone is welcome to- stovy for the whole
sesston withv thew if they want to). The task is planting the wildlife hedge.

Monday Morning Brews Club- - 10.00aum-1.00 pmv weekly. See piece onwpage 3.

Friday 5% Dec: Regulaw, 1st-Fridoy-in-the-montiv Moty Night’ from dusk 'til late - joinv
owr volunteer motivexperty at Withymead Study Centre to- monitor these fascinating
creatures by o hawrmless light trap.

T Contact us at Withymead Nature Reserve, Bridleway, Goring on Thames, Oxfordshire, RG8 OHS
7 T ANNE CARPMAEL  Tel: 01491 872265 or 01491 875357 (Mobile No. 07553 112447) www.withymead.org
- e L Email: info@withymead.org for info. & to receive email newsletters monthly.
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